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e-Agriculture
The European Union strives to substantially improve
cross-border interoperability, and seamless authentication is one of its priorities. In the domain of e-Agriculture, farmers from border areas willing to log in
to foreign agriculture portals currently struggle with
many obstacles and, as a consequence, are unable to
use their national e-IDs. The present situation clearly
shows that a working infrastructure linking national
authentication solutions in a smart way is urgently
needed.

e-SENS added value
The purpose of the e-SENS e-Agriculture domain is
to assist farmers living in border areas in accessing
digital services and documents available on the
neighbouring country’s agricultural portals. Seamless
authentication with national tools is being enabled
in compliance with the requirements of the eIDAS
regulation. e-SENS developments make the entire
process of cross-border log-in and authentication
faster and simpler for foreign users.

Benefits for farmers
• Fewer cross-border administrative burdens for users
• Simplified login process for foreign farmers
• No need to obtain a specific e-ID used in other EU countries
• Easy digital access to a wide spectrum of documents and services
• Less time, fewer efforts and costs for foreign users

e-SENS is an EU co-funded project under the
ICT PSP Project reference: 325211

Member State A

Member State B
e-SENS solution

Farmer

National System

e-ID authentication
and validation

Agriculture portal

Authority

A practical example
A German farmer wishes to access an online service (e.g. applying for European agricultural subsidies, registration of cattle) for farmers in the Netherlands. The farmer is able to submit necessary forms online via
the Dutch agricultural portal (MijnRVO.nl). They may authenticate themselves using a national identity card
(German Personalausweis) to log in to the portal. The e-SENS solution enables farmers to validate their own
means of authentication and access all digitally available documents and services. A German farmer is offered
permanent access to a number of services using their own national e-ID.

Solutions to enable e-Agriculture
The real life deployment of the e-Agriculture pilot is
feasible with the implementation of several e-SENS
technical solutions: e-ID, e-Documents and Semantics. Under the provisions of e-IDAS, these open-source
IT tools ensure easy and secure digital access to services, files and information available on agricultural
portals abroad. The e-Agriculture pilot will go live in
the Netherlands, Germany and Austria first.

Legal background
The legal basis for e-Agriculture is Regulation (EU)
No 910/2014 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 23 July 2014 on electronic identification
and trust services for electronic transactions in the
internal market and repealing Directive 1999/93/EC
(known as eIDAS). The e-IDAS regulation enables seamless cross-border authentication of national e-ID,
simplifying access to foreign public services, also in
the domain of e-Agriculture.

If you would like to get more information,
please visit our website www.esens.eu
or send an email to esens.info@lists.esens.eu

