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e-Tendering system

e–Tendering allows companies and individuals 

bidding for contracts within the EU to participate 

more easily in public tendering procedures. Seamless 

digital communication between foreign tendering 

systems allows any interested company to use its 

own national system to submit a bid in compliance 

with other Member States’ tendering specifications 

and to receive a reply from the competent contrac-

ting authority.

Benefits for tenderers and contracting authorities

• Equal access to all public procurements for European companies

• Best value-for-money by maximising the transparency of tender procedures

• Guarantee of accuracy, consistency and security within the procurement process

• Handling of standardized, integrated and re-usable tender documents

• Reduced time, efforts and costs of documents transfer

• Interoperability between national  tendering solutions facilitating one Single European Market

e-SENS is an EU co-funded project under the  
ICT PSP Project reference: 325211

e-SENS added value

The e-SENS e-Tendering solution offers a high degree 

of support in terms of helping companies generate 

electronically the information required by the contrac-

ting authority in another Member State. Using e-SENS 

tools, the entire tendering process is under trusted 

control mechanisms reducing risk of non-complian-

ce in relation to national documents transferred in 

cross-border procurement procedure.



If you would like to get more information,  

please visit our website www.esens.eu

or send an email to esens.info@lists.esens.eu

A practical example  

A contracting authority (CA) from a Member State publishes a business opportunity. Any EU company  can 

express interest and participate in the procedure using its own tendering system. The interested company 

knows easily how to respond to the bid, because the relevant information is in the contract notice. Firstly, the 

company sends a subscription message to the CA. This puts the company on the list of interested economic 

operators. Next, the company sends a request to receive tender documents, and finally is able to submit its 

bid. The tender is signed electronically, and the transport protocol provides a proof that the tender has been 

received.

Solutions to enable e-Tendering 

The real life implementation of the e-Tendering 

pilot is feasible thanks to the deployment of several 

e-SENS technical solutions: e-Delivery, e-Documents, 

and e-Signature. These open-source IT tools will 

ensure easy and safe digital handling of procure-

ment documentation between tendering systems in 

different Member States. The e-Tendering pilot will 

first go live in Denmark, Germany, Norway and the 

Netherlands.

Legal background

The legal basis for e-Tendering is constituted on 

Directive 2014/24/EU of 26 February 2014 on public 

procurement (repealing the Directive 2004/18/EC) 

and on Directive 2014/25/EU of 26 February 2014 

on procurement by entities operating in the water, 

energy, transport and postal services sectors (repea-

ling Directive 2004/17/EC). These regulations lead to 

simplification of the cross-border tendering process 

both for companies and contracting authorities 

within Europe.
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